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Under a Spell
Galatians 3:1-5

Introduction: 
Boy on the trip to America. He ate cheese and crackers all the way. When he arrived, he found out that all of his meals were included in the passage price.
Paul was amazed that by their present behavior because of the way they had received him when he was with them. In Galatians 4:13-15 he writes:

“You know that ﻿﻿because of physical infirmity I preached the gospel to you at the first. ﻿And my trial which was in my flesh you did not despise or reject, but you received me ﻿﻿as an ﻿﻿angel of God, ﻿﻿even as Christ Jesus. ﻿What then was the blessing you enjoyed? For I bear you witness that, if possible, you would have plucked out your own eyes and given them to me. 

They received him as an angel of God. Even as Jesus Christ. They would have plucked their eyes out and given them to Paul. That was amazing, but actually, he was more amazed that they had turned away from the teaching of the Grace Gospel which he had taught them. In Gal 1.6 he wrote:
﻿﻿
“I marvel that you are turning away so soon ﻿﻿from Him who called you in the grace of Christ, to a different gospel,”
They had turned away 
from Mount Calvary to Mount Sinai


from liberty to bondage



from Sonship to servant-hood





from faith to works






from Christ to Ceremonies.
If you want to see Paul’s outline for this passage, just follow the question marks. He asks the Galatians five questions about:
The Precedence of Christianity



The Procedure of Christianity



The Perfection of Christianity





The Persecution of Christianity






The Promotion of Christianity

I. The Question about Precedence of Christianity – 3:1
“O foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you ﻿﻿that you should not obey the truth, before whose eyes Jesus Christ was clearly portrayed ﻿﻿among you as crucified?”
Paul usually expresses some form of thanks for the people to whom he is writing. In Galatians he says, “Oh foolish Galatians.” This signals the tone of the letter- surprise, perplexity and indignation. It seems impossible to him that they have turned from the Grace he taught to the legalizing bondage of the Judaizers.
He calls them ἀνόητοι, foolish or unintelligent. He does not mean that they are demented. They are simply not using the sense that God gave them.
Then he asks, “Who has bewitched you?” ἐβάσκανεν. Who put a hex on you; cast a spell.
He is not seriously thinking that they have been hexed; he is using hyperbole to under-score the utter stupidity of their actions. To put it bluntly, Paul is simply asking, “Have you lost your mind?” We might say, “What were you thinking?” 

The word “Who” is singular. If it has any significance, it may refer to the one who is behind all deception, Satan.
Jesus said of him:

﻿“You are of your father the devil, and the ﻿﻿desires of your father you want to ﻿﻿do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and ﻿﻿does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own resources, for he is a liar and the father of it.” (John 8:44)
Peter warns. “Be ﻿﻿sober, be ﻿﻿vigilant; ﻿﻿because your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour.”
These Galatians have turned to the Law in spite of the fact that Jesus had been portrayed (placarded) among them:
Through Paul’s preaching, 
“and ﻿﻿by Him everyone who believes is justified from all things from which you could not be justified by the law of Moses.” (Acts 13:39)
Through their Baptism,
“Or do you not know that ﻿﻿as many of us as were baptized into Christ Jesus ﻿﻿were baptized into His death? 

Through the Lord’s Supper,
“Jesus took the bread and said this is your body which is given for you.”
“Jesus took the cup and said “this is My blood ﻿﻿of the ﻿﻿new covenant, which is shed ﻿﻿for many for the ﻿﻿remission of sins.” Matt 26:28 

Grace is not Grace if something is added to it.
II. The Question about Procedure of Christianity – 3:2
“This only I want to learn from you: Did you receive the Spirit by the works of the law, ﻿﻿or by the hearing of faith?”
These Galatians were already saved, and they had received the Holy Spirit. These are not two separate events they are simultaneous though not synonymous. Anyone who does not have the Holy Spirit is not a part of the body of Christ, the church.
“For ﻿﻿by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body— ﻿﻿whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free—and ﻿﻿have all been made to drink ﻿﻿into one Spirit.” (1 Corinthians 12:13)
And He does not belong to Christ,
“But you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you. Now if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he is not His.” (Romans 8:9)
The difference is:

The law says “Do” – Grace says “Done” 

The law says “Try” – Grace says “Trust”

The law says “Behave” – Grace says “Believe” 


The law points to the commandment – Grace Points to Christ.

The weakness of the Law is the “flesh” -- The wonder of Grace is the “Holy Spirit”

The Law requires man’s achievement -- Grace requires Christ’s achievement.
So, Paul is asking about the procedure of their salvation. Were you saved by doing good works or by the hearing of faith? The answer has to be by the hearing of faith, i.e. by Grace.

III. The Question about the Perfection of Christianity – 3:3
“Are you so foolish? ﻿﻿Having begun in the Spirit, are you now being made perfect by ﻿﻿the flesh?”
J.B Phillips paraphrases that verse like this:
“Surely you can’t be so idiotic as to think that a man begins his spiritual life in the Spirit and then completes it by reverting to outward observances.” 
 There is a verse in Hebrews that explains that concept very well.
“For by one offering He has perfected forever those who are being ﻿﻿sanctified.”
The one who believes has been perfected forever -- How? -- By one sacrifice.

Our perfection before God is settled forever by that one sacrifice of Christ. Nothing can change that position before God. That is our perfection
My practice is not on the same level as my perfection.

But we are also being sanctified. Sanctification is the process by which our practice is brought up to the level of our perfection. But, my practice (what I do) is not what causes God to accept me. He does not look at what I do; He looks at what Christ has done.
Paul’s question is a logical one, “Are you going to complete the work that Christ has already completed?”
Suppose a concert pianist somehow climbed inside me and I played a fantastic piece of music. That is the way it is with these Galatians. First, the work has already been completed.

Second, it is a divine work that they cannot perform.

Paul is right, they are foolish.

IV. The Question about the Persecution of Christianity – 3:4


, 
“Have you suffered so ﻿﻿many things in vain—if indeed it was in vain?”
When they believed, they suffered much persecution. Luke records that Paul had warned the Galatians before he returned to Antioch in Syria after the first missionary journey. 
“And when they had preached the gospel to that city  ﻿﻿and made many disciples, they returned to Lystra, Iconium, and Antioch {Pisidia], strengthening the souls of the disciples, ﻿﻿exhorting them to continue in the faith, and saying, ﻿﻿“We must through many tribulations enter the kingdom of God.” (Acts 14:21-22)
The Jewish Christians, especially, suffered persecution from the other Jews in the synagogue and in the Jewish community. But it was not limited to the Jews; the Gentiles were a part of the problem. They would preach and witness to all the residents of the city including the Jews. So, there was enough persecution to go around.

Paul reminds them that, if they go back to Judaism, all of that suffering will be in vain. 
“If (assuming that) indeed it was in vain” seems to say “It would be in vain if indeed you are going to go back to the Law, but I don’t think so.”
He may have been hoping that this epistle would turn them around. That was certainly his purpose in writing it.
V. The Question About of Promotion of Christianity – 3:5
“Therefore He who supplies the Spirit to you and works miracles among you, does He do it by the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith?”
What was there in Paul’s ministry that attested to the truth of the Gospel? It was the miracles.
In Lystra the people wanted to make sacrifice to them calling them gods. Paul’s question is whether these miracles were by the works of the Law or by the hearing of faith.
﻿﻿“And in Lystra a certain man without strength in his feet was sitting, a cripple from his mother’s womb, who had never walked. This man heard Paul speaking. ﻿﻿Paul, observing him intently and seeing that he had faith to be healed, said ____________.

What did Paul say? 

· Keep the commandments:
· Don’t the Lord’s name in vain,

· Don’t make any graven images, 
· Remember the Sabbath day,

· Honor you father and mother,
· Don’t steal, lie, commit adultery or covet anything that belongs to your neighbor?
None of the above, “He said, with a loud voice, ﻿﻿“Stand up straight on your feet!” And he leaped and walked.”
No Law there! Just the Grace of God to a poor undeserving sinner. That is the way your salvation came. It came totally by Grace through faith to undeserving, unworthy sinners.
